


and electronic digital media has diversified its holdings. However, without preservation and
publication, these records could be lost. For example, Land and Matai titles records damaged by
the 2009 Tsunami could vanish forever if not properly conserved. Individual family, church,
business and village record collections are also at risk of disappearing forever. The need to
prevent the deterioration and loss of American Samoa’s written and multi-media history is
therefore an obligation to the past, present and future. Conservation of American Samoa’s
significant public and private archives and records should be ensured. For these reasons, an
American Samoa Historical Advisor Board is established pursuant to CFR36 XII Subchapter A
Part 1206, a federal law created to encourage the preservation and publication of the historical
and cultural holdings of America’s States and Territories.

Section 4. Establishment of Board
a. An “American Samoa Historical Records Advisory Board” is hereby established.

b. Membership. This Board shall consist of eight (8) qualified individuals appointed by the
Governor, each, of whom will serve a 4 year term. If possible, here will be a balance of
public and private repository representatives. The Territorial Archivist will serve as the
initial Board Chairperson for 2 years. Thereafter, the Board Chairperson will be elected by
board members every 2 years. A Deputy Chairperson will also be elected every 2 ears. The
board Chairpersons will be responsible for orientation of board members, meeting agenda
and notifications, recordkeeping, professional guidance, research, reports, correspondence
and any other duties required by the Board pursuant to all applicable American Samoa and
Federal Laws.

c. A secretary will be elected every 2 years. The Secretary shall be responsible for keeping the
record of the Board’s activities.

d. Funding. The Board shall is empowered to seek funding for meeting expenses, project
equipment and supplies and utilities via public or private grant opportunities, philanthropy,
fund raising or donations. A Board Treasurer shall be elected every two years. All monies
obtained and expended shall be a matter of public record.

e. Any member absent from two or more board meetings may be subject to a board exclusion
vote. Appointments made to fill vacancies will be made to fill the portion of the unexpired
term.

f. During meetings, parliamentary procedure shall be followed. A majority of the appointed
members of the advisory body shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. An
affirmative vote of the majority of a quorum in attendance at any meeting shall be necessary
to transact business or carry any proposition.

g. In carrying out its duties and responsibilities, the Board shall follow the regulations of
CFR36 XII Subchapter A Part 1206 and the guidelines provided by the National Historical
Records and Publications Commission (NHPRC).








