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Section 1.  Authority

This Executive Order is issued under the authority granted to the Governor in Article IV,
Sections 6 and 7 of the Revised Constitution of American Samoa and the American Samoa Code
Annotated Section 4.011 and Section 24.0304.

Section2.  Moratorium on Taking and Removing Sea Cucumbers.

a. For the purposes of this Order, “moratorium” means the cessation of all acts that are in
any way related to a prohibited activity for a prescribed period of time.

b. There will be a moratorium on the taking and removing of sea cucumbers in American
Samoa and its Exclusive Economic Zone for a period of six (6) months.

c. This moratorium applies to all individuals, boats, vessels, corporations, organizations and
any other public or private entities with the sole exception of DMWR to carry out its duties and
responsibilities described in Section 2 below.

Section3.  Duties and Responsibilities of DMWR during Moratorium.

a, During this moratorium, DMWR shall conduct surveys to investigate the population size
and density of sea cucumber species that inhabit American Samoa and its Exclusive Economic
Zone. These surveys must be conducted to determine whether it is necessary to regulate the
harvest of sea cucumbers for conservation purposes.

b. Upon the completion of these surveys, DMWR shall provide the Governor with a report
regarding their findings and, if necessary, propose regulations regarding the harvest of sea
cucumbers.

c. If DMWR fails to complete its surveys within this 6 month period, it may request an
extension of this moratorium from the Governor.

Section 4. Penalties.

a. A violation of this order will be treated as a violation of the American Samoa Fishing
Regulations, A.S.A.C. section 24.0901 et seq., and shall be subject to the fines and penalties
listed in A.S.C.A. section 24.0312.

b. Any sea cucumbers discovered in violation of this Order shall be confiscated by the
government and shall be delivered to DMWR.

Section S. Effective Date and Expiry.

This Executive Order shall be effective immediately and unless extended will expire six (6)

months from the date provided below.
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LOLO MATALASI MOLIGA
Governor of American Samoa

Dated: December 04, 2013






