
S.B. NO. 36-33 PUBLIC LAW NO. 36 - 12 

THE THIRTY-SIXTH LEGI:,LATURE OF AMERJC.AN SAMOA 

Fourth Regular Session 

Begun and held at Fagatogo, Tutuila, Americar. Sair.oa 
on Monday: the thirteenth day of July 

two thousand and twenty 

AN ACT PROVIDING THE ADDITION OF ELEGISLE ELECTORS WHO MAY 
VOTE ABSENTEE AND CAST A l3ALLOT FOR THE NOVEMBER 3. 2020. 
ELECTIONS; AMENDING SECTIO1 r 6.110 1 A.S.r .A. 

Preamble: 
\~FHEREAS, on March 27, 2020, Governor Lalo M. l\.'b!iga wic.,i.c to Hawa11-1n Airtrncs 

and rr.;quested that the airlines immedia~e!y cf-ase opera:ions bctv, ecn 
Hawaii ar.d the Tenitory. In his letter, th~ ~c.vcrnor cited that the Territory 
was not preoa£ed to confrnnt ~he snreau cf tr.e vir:Js should il make 1t to ,.mr 

J • 

shoref. :'i"1e following da :v, the aid incs anncunced tr.at :t v. ou Id honor tbe 
governor· s request; and 

WHEREAS. since the !1altmg of flights in March. the airline has continued to halt its 
flights, except for a charter flight which '.lpiifted residents needing to leave 
the Territory for medical reasons and to repatriat-:- persons v\ho v,:cr~ 
stranded r-n islana due to the border closure: ai1ct 

'.iv': !F.::.EAS. it h::" b-:;~" 5 :1.1,::-r•:.'1~ sifl : e :!i :;11t~ \, ·.._~,.P L~:~.-~d :, :i:~ ,: .;f'w :,._1;;; h ·1-.. arisen 
frvr.1 tl'l: bvrde:- dosurc There : -:;u&ins k~s ; h&n =: rr,.-,;,fr1::; un1.ii !h gcnrw! 
electior.~ for go·1:::rnor and lieute1~ar:: g ,•:::T!'.Or, mtmbecs of the Home 1.)f 

Represcmatives, :1nG our delegate to the U. S. Congress. Thert: is befa.-veu 
to be mote than 500 residents requesting to i'eturn dnd many 0f them arc 
registen:ti voters. The qualified voters have ;1 riz;;: t0 vote in elections. and. 
so that the bcrdc:- clvs re does not madverte!l!ly disenfranct1ise thoc;e 
stranJeJ uff-island, G1e govcrr.ment must prepare a pr0cess for them to vote 
by mail. 

The government has a respomibilii:y ro prc:ect [tk voring ri~hts or I esidcnts and 
shali not act to limit access ~o this inalicn<1b!c right v:he,;i dternatives t:.Xist. The bill 
grants the authority to voting officials and the govemme11t to provide ballots to those who 
have become unqua!ified to vote absentee becau::,e g_Q\·emment action prevents thei r 
ability to vote in-perso.1. 

' 



This bill shall have an early effective date and become iaw upon passage by the 
Legisiature and approval by the Govemor. 

BE IT ENCTED BY THE LEG!SLATURE OF AMERICAN SAMOA: 

Section 1. 6.1101 shall be amenderl t3 read: 
"6.1101 Who may vote by absentee ballot 

(a) Any qualified elector who wiH be unabk to appear at his polling place 
during the hours of voting at any election because of absence from the Territory. or 
district in which he is register ed may cause his vote to be cast by absentee ballot 
subject to this chapter. 

(b) Any qualified elector covered by this section shall be entitled and 
enabled to vote :n a manner as may be prescribed hy ru!es adopted by the C hief 
Elert!on Officer; provided, that .::ily qua!Hi~d e1~rtu.: ·.1vtw by reason of physical 
disability is unable rn mark hi~ baHot slu,H he authfl!"':zed t,3 receivt! assbtance in 
marking it. 

(c; 4.ny qn'.liified elector competent to vote at any e!t!dion shall be allowed 
to vote under this section if he falls in the foUowing cat"~ories: 

(1) a bsent from the Territory on election day het:ause he is: 
(i) employed in the sen·ice of the U.S. Government; 
(ii) employed in -~he se:rvice of the American Samoa Government; 
(iii) 3 student at an institution of learning; 
(i") a n absent uniformed service~ voter; e-~ 
(v) :in overse2s voter voting Pn tile iiutio~ for D"!iegate for the l J.S. House of 

l<epresentatives.; or 
{vi) only fo1· the elections of November 3, 201.<G, a oaaM1~t! e!edor, who would 

have otherwise been able to vote in person, but bv ~ction of the government was 
~2userl to be sbsent.frorn !he T ~•·dt::.&ry ar.1 u~2bt-£ t~ rust a h~H:.,t ~n D{'!'SO!!._ 

{Z) ~ernpcrari!y absent tium th~ THrit(Jry on cl.->~!"i:>n lfay beca!:-.;c of: 
(i) travel for medical treatment ; 
(ii) travel for military-related assignments; 
(iii) travel for employment-related training, conference or assignments; or 
(iv) vacation. 
(3) present in the Territo:ry but absent f~um t:.1e d~s::rict on election day 

because of: 
(i} confinement in any hospita!; 
(ii) confinement in any public institution; 
(iii) cunfiuement at home because of iHness ur physical Gisabili~· which will 

prevent him from attending the polls; 
(iv) any religious belief, ruHng, doctrine, or standard whith will prevent him 

from attending the polls; or 
(v) empfoyment as an election official on el~ctio:. ciay.~, 



Sec 2. Effective date. 
J his bill shall be~ome effective 

approv?.! by the Governor. 
immediate!)' ui:on ;.Jas.sag,, by th~ Legislature and 

r 

TAL•,v

1

o£f!f M 
Speaker, House vf Representatives 



P.M.M. NU. 36-33 TULAFONO LAUTELE NU 36 - 12 

NOFOAIGA TOLUSEFULU-ONO FONOFAITULAFONO AMERIKA SAMOA 

Fono Tele Lona Fa 

Nofoia ma usuia i Fagatogo, Tutuila, Amerii<a Samoa 
Aso Gafaa, aso sefulutolu o IuJii; 

Lua afe luasefulu 

0 SE TULAFONO E FAAOPOOPO AI TAGATA UA AGAVAA E PALOTA MAI 
FAFO MO NAO LE PALOTAGA LAVA IA NOVEMA 3, 2020; SUIA AI LE MAGA 
6.1101 T.T.A.S. 

TALUAI, 

TALUAI. 

TALUAI, 

FaatomuaQ.a: 
o Mati '27, 2020 na tu~i a; le Afioga i le Kov,m a, Lola M. rlioiiga, i le 
Hawaiin Air ma talosaga ai le vaale!e !na ia tac iia malaga i le va o Hawa ii 
ma le Teri!ori. l lana tusi, sa ta'ua ai e le Kovana e lei saunia le Tcritori e 
feagai ai !11a le pesi o le COVID- l 9 pe afai ae oo mai. 0 le asu lava na 
sosoo ai na faasalalau mai ai e le vaalelc le ta!iaina o le talosaga a le 
kovana; ma 

talu mai le taofia o malaga ia Mati, ua le i:oc i ai !a•;a rn malaga. vaganu ai 
le togipau lea na ave ai i latou na moomiH ona ruua o le Teritori ona o 
gascgase ma le faafoiina at:.r o tagata na taotir, ai ona ua tapunia malaga; ma 

ua atoa nei le 5 masina talu ona le toe i ai ni ri-,a!aga, ma ua tulai mai ai fo1 
ma se r:1ea fou ona o le tapunia o tua' oi O loC' to:oc pee le 3 m::isina faalo·a 
oo i pabtaga mo le kovana ma le lute!la k<-wana o le Mc1ota o Sui rna 1e s11: 
faipule i le Konekeresi. E i ai !e taiitonug:: e :;ilia i ie to'a 500 t&gata nuu o 
loo ta1osaga e tia fo i mai ma o le toatele o latou o tag:ita ua urna ona le::;itala 
e palota. 0 tagata nei e i ai lo latou aia e palota ai, ma~ tatau lava i le malo 
ona saunia o se faiga e palota mai ai tagatu nei ma lafo mai i le me!i Jo,; latou 
palota, ina ia aua ai nei avea le tapunia o tua' oi ma ala o le a le mafai ai ona 
palota. 

E i ai le matafaiol a le malo e puipui !e aia palota o tagatanuu ma e le tatau ona 
faatapulaaina lo latou fa ' aaoga o le aia e palota ai, a o le2 o loo i ai !e isi auala e fa i a;. 0 
le pili lenei e tuuina atu ai le pule i ofisa fai palota ma te ma!o e faaoo atu a i pepa palota 
ia i latou ua le mafai ona palota mai fafo. ona ua taofia i se gaoioiga a le n1alo 11.) lutou 
mafai ona oo mai e faia le latou palota. 

0 lenei pili o le a taualoaina vave ffi;;i faarulafonoina i le taimi e pasia ai e le 
Fonofaitulafono ma foamaonia e le Kovana. 



IA FAA TULAFONOINA E LE FONOFAITULAFONO A AMERJKA SAMOA: 

Maga 1. 6.1101 o le a suia e faitauina faapea: 
" 6.1101 0 ai e mafai or.a palota pea le auai m.!i. 

(a) Soo se tagata agavaa e palota ae fe mafai ona oo atu i Je falepalota i le 
itula o le palotaga i soo se faigapalota ona o loo i fafo ma! fe Teritod, poo le itumalo 
foi o loo lesitala ai ua mafua ai ona fai o lana palota ae le o auai ai, e tusa ai ma lenei 
mataupu. 

(e) Soo se tagata agavaa e pa!ota e aafia i le maga lenei e mafai ma ua 
faaagavaaina i se aua!a e tusa ai ma tuiafonofono gaiue ua faaaogaina e ie Ofisa Sili 
Fai Palota; pe afai, o le tagata agava~ e palota e maua i se gasegase o le tino e le 
mafai ai e ia ona maka lana paiota. e faat2ga ona i ai se tasi e fesoasoani ia te ia e 
maka hrna pepa palota. 

(i) Soo se tagata agavaa e palcta e m21fai ona palola i soo St palotaga e 
faatagaina e palota i lalo o le maga ienei p~ afai e ap' u i se tasi o vaega nei o le a 
ta'ua: 

(1) o loo i fafo ma le Teritori ona o mafuaga nei: 
(i) faigaluega imo le Malo o le hmaite Setete 
(ii) faigaluega mo le Malo o Amerika Samoa 
(iii) A' oga i se a' oga i fafo 
(iv) o se iagata palota i vaega1au; voo 
(v) o se taga~a palota i fafo ae patota mo le Faipule i fe Maota o Su! o le 

Konekeresi,j poo 
( vi) mo na o le palotaga lava ia Novema 3, 2020) o St! 'tagata agavaa e palota, 

na semanu e mafai la,·a ona ~uai i le palotaga, ae on3 o gaoioiga a le malo na mafua 
ai ona to ' esea mai le Teritori ma ua le mafai ai ona &uai i 2e paluta. 

(2) ua toesea mo se taimi le tum~u i le aso o le µa!ota 0'1l3 o mafu~ga nei: 
(i) mlaga mo tc,gafitiga tall faJemai 
(ii) maiaga ona o se tofiga faamiliteli; 
(iii) malaga mo se toieni mo galuega, fono, poo se faatonuga tau gaiuega; 

poo 
(iv) se tafaoga 
(3) o loo i toto.au o !e Teritori ae le o i lu11& !tuma!o palota i ie aso o le 

palota ona o mafuaga nei: 
(i) taofia i se falemai; 
(ii) iaofia i totonu o soo se nofoag~ fa1teJe/maio 
(iii) taofia j le fale ona u se g:asegase puo se .ifaina i ie tino e ie mafai ai ona 

oo atu i le falepalota; poo 
(iv) se talitonuga faalelotu, o se faaiuga, o !ie a'oa'oga, poo sc tuiaga lava e 

le mafai ai ona oo atu i le falepalota; poo 
(_v) galue o se ofisa fai palota i le aso o ie palota.n 



Maga 2 Aso e taualoa ai . 
0 lenei pili c taualoa lava i le taimi e pasia ai e le Fonofaitular~no ma faamaonia e 

le Kovana. ~ -

1/j;' f;U/J1 
'ALI TJi~U ALE 

FofogaFetalai, Maota o Sui 




